
 
Wolverhampton Substance Misuse Service 

 

 

 

Recovery Near You (adults) 

telephone: 0300 200 2400 

Wolverhampton 360 (young people) 

telephone: 0300 123 3360 

Or visit www.recoverynearyou.org.uk 

If you think your child has 

taken Methadone, Subutex 

or any other drug,  

call 999 immediately. 

If you use Methadone, Subutex (buprenorphine hydrochloride) or 

other drugs, even very small amounts of the medications prescribed 

to you can be lethal to a child. Just one teaspoon or one tablet can 

cause death or serious illness. It is essential that you remain aware of 

safety around children and medication at all times.  

 

It is vital that you  know how to keep children safe and away from 

these substances. 

 

This leaflet is a guide to keeping your drugs out of children’s reach.   

 

Please read it carefully. 

Keeping children safe 
A guide to storing medicine safely 



Keep children out of harm’s way 

All medications, drugs and alcohol can be dangerous to children. 

Over half of all child poisoning cases arise as a result of children 

swallowing medication or other drugs. 

Keep all your medication, illicit drugs and equipment locked away, out 

of sight and out of reach of children. The Recovery Near You service 

can provide you with a safe storage box (applicable to service users) . 

Please speak to your drug worker if you do not already have one. 

Safe storage boxes are not available from pharmacies. 

If you take any medication home - for example, Methadone or 

Subutex (buprenorphine hydrochloride) - make sure your baby or 

child cannot get to it, they have no tolerance. Even as little as a 

teaspoonful can kill, and has killed. 

To stop accidents happening, you should be very careful with any 

medication you take home. You should: 

 Keep medication in bottles with a child-resistant cap where 
possible (but remember they are not enough, even very young 
children can sometimes get them open). 

 Make sure your pharmacist always gives you bottles with child-
resistant caps. 

 Keep medication in a locked cupboard (sometimes wardrobes 
have locks already fitted). 

 Talk to your children about the dangers of all medicines. 

 Even when you have taken your medication a small amount can 
remain in the bottle, so rinse out the bottle before throwing it 
away. Accidents have happened with children getting hold of 
‘empty bottles’ and as a result needed hospital treatment.    

 Never store your Methadone or Subutex (buprenorphine 
hydrochloride) in low cupboards, shopping bags, in the fridge, 
under the bed, in the bathroom, in your handbag or in the car 
glove box. 

Safe storage of Methadone, Subutex = Safe children 

Medication storage boxes and child 

safety agreement 

 I understand that the box should be kept out of sight and out of 

reach of children. 

 I understand that I must keep the key separately to the box 

when it contains medication. 

 The safe storage of medication remains my responsibility and I 

understand that it is essential to ensure that my medication is 

kept away from children at all times. 

 Should I ever become aware that there is a possibility that a 

child has taken my medication I should immediately seek 

emergency support by dialling 999 and follow the instructions on 

the back of the box. 

 I understand that the medication storage box is loaned to me, 

and that it is my responsibility to return it when I leave treatment 

(supplied by Recovery Near You for service users). 

 

I confirm a pharmacy member of staff has spoken to me (service user 

below) regarding safe storage guidelines and I have been given a 

copy of the safe storage leaflet.  

Pharmacy name:…………………………………………………………. 

Address:…………………………………………………………………... 

Date:.………………………………………………………………………. 

Service user initials:.…...…………………………………………………. 

Signature:………………………………..Date:.…….…………………… 

Your details will be used to acknowledge receipt of the leaflet and your consent 

for Public Health to receive this for monitoring purposes. 

 


